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Founded 0 foston i I 982, Double Edge ': e selocated s 1994 s dormser da
| farm 1t che village of Ashfield, Massachuserts, 154 v hese £he arti-run sassmblc hus bees
L;;raiﬂi"ﬂ" pecforming, arad 1mn.1g1nglbg farm gver smcr The Urbrloorcan Cukural Corzy ws
;| ded in 2017 when Double Edge gaftod a ronovased mseteenih ooy bas &
jﬁhkﬂc"“ Ohkereaw also has agcess to h-oum-n,‘ and facikinies 3 Doable Eder. slong wih 3
: mtd chare of the eanire 110-acre Farm Center. |

i village of Ashficld, where both organizanicas are lacamed, s the bomeland of ths
 Nipmue Tribal People, who have been s:cw;t{.‘f-. of i .

| he Nipmuc termory also borders 1hc:- =f-|:tf;l1:-‘.::"1r.;;
: ﬁ,ﬂ adpacent present-day Indigenous Nations sorroun
 \Gampanaag 1© the East; the Mohbegan, Nar:og: - hag! . quon 1o th
South: Mohican and Mohawk to the West: ard Sbemats and Peanstooks 1o the Noeth
b . erritory of the Nipmucs, which once strecchsd over 2000 square males, woas foccstzll
: paken from the tribe beginning in the early 1600s 200 contmmng wwe the lare 1900 Today the
 Niprmc Tribal !J;lld AMOUNES (o less chan ;0 acres | .

The authors of this chaprer are not art histoozme. One of we iz 5 (b, seveler | mmesar
 pased scholar, whereas the others are armists and culture warkers mvelved in the founda-
" tion and leadership of Obketeau and Double Edpe. respecavely. This chapter addresses the
 project on which ity principal co-authors have been collaborating since 2017, which sceks
o decolonize the practice of art, and the organization of and access to cultural setworks,
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Rbvaety Angderson o al

There are Indigenous and NALS cenrers in the regon, pme a3 there are Indigenons so-
dents at the colleges nearby, But i's all very imstitunoralized. T think the wrder Native com-
manity fis 3 tough tume acrending evenes 3t those places, even though they’re open to the
public. There is ne space where Nanive peaple can nist be Native prople, where we can hawe
aur cwn gakenngs, our own ceremonies, onr own stoties to tell, and not have an institu-
thom over our shoualders o an urban settioe.

I grew up im the town next to Ashbe wl, and I went to !&hﬂ@t i A "ﬁ!ld; and | fch hike
I was the only Native person there. 1 hase alwavs appreciated this ared, and | wanted to
see orher Native people come and appreciare their tradicional bormelands, whibeh | consider
ahi Wutely PN 8 U TR Ph:m_‘ OLE IWE M L IM reconimecting (o lhl'. hﬂd i’ & e -l:h,]
WAY o recanoect 0 voursett, Ym hﬂw 3 bcﬂtf sulea ﬂf whﬂl Wﬂ are el o ?(ﬂl [ R ST |
to the world when you'ne i thae matural place; yow're not bactered by all of chis noise of
moders sooety—cary, affic, soreens. You'te meore taken in hgr the matural environnment
and its circaddion chythuns. [ feel thar ehis is 3 evassive pore of the s in our community: pot
haviag acorss o the bad, aoe baving accews 1o gaditional medicines, not having wooess
sabe spaces tor ceremomes and gacherings,

"o-i ||I..'\LI\ s.! a sabe Sprace, -\;"..l MACY idlid, i W O it m lp.l(f.“ I bﬂé nl [r-l_',tdy iy ]
the barns s Double Fdge and saw the fancasoc spaces that they've crosted From them.
b ooudd see shead: dhus will be amazing There were same introductions to vanous Peogie
frowrs thee Native comamun by, Ideas taok with vome, with ochers it didn't work owt. Bt ended
wp being Earry and me, and we make & good tesm. 'We have che same visions for the futiee,
and BOF cur Comemunities

Larry Spotted Coow Mann: Obkerzag is a Nipmue word for “a place w grow," which
i what s happening bere; ity really living up 1o irs name. We didn® envivion Ohkotesn as
a cultural center ot fese, & blossamed meo this place beciuse there was such 3 mucd for it
Ao we're still leasning, i the sease thar chis in all new. We'se the Arse Nagive-ran and oper
sted culrural cenver i all of coneral amd Wistern Massachosesss— e mot for Lick of trying
Native people have been fighting for sel detormmanion unce the landing of the Mayiloue

e chstacles are peofound: mstitrnons) obstaches, the obstacles of racism and systensatic
colomization, There bave been many mpediments agmast apliftiag each other i e of
s wathun Native comemanities, and whaoh prevent ws from ackievine what we pnoed, becasie
et the dyatuoction thar was broughe Joswn theaonsh teaue. Thas o whae we tey o sddesy

Stacy and Doubic Fdge were the erigit people ar che aghr ime. e been domg coiture
work sl my lfe——three decades now—and we've acen so muny sihies. [ could go on sbout
people who were juit there 1o be deceittud, people who come arouad to explor ws, 1 1IRe
advanrage, So when we ser allies coming, we csnally exper the worst. That waso 1 the cask
wher | met the folks ar Double Fdge, [was hesicant a2 Gest, bae thea Dwear o one of ©ef
shows, We the Pecpie (2017, and Twas biown away. T said, "I teink these [olks are for ;.--.-a_l--
TI'm gong o srok around here a little bie.™ And they ars for read. We would mot be wier®
wee are (oy warhooc therr support, sad tha's tie honest euch.

As Rhonds savs—weve been triends bor just 2bout ail our lives—wve had che culewral I:ﬂﬂ':‘"‘
oo, ved e had thee gt o, s wee just dide't have the suppact o make somerking like
thus eaterrahize. 1100% o hicooc problem fne sl Nazise people our thepr tryimg to make it

Rhond.i: Sty really opened the doar for enabling access to our community, Z2viog '
1cess oy 3 space thar was so desperatedy needed. A bip part of our snccess coimes T
wracy s abthiey e see hew dificule i s for Indigenous communities to have wocess 9 the
fimd Wa'we been disperssessed anad reminced fram our land: - say “we,” bue I'me from d




Wihene 3 Doy genmaynatues

Jifterent Tribal Natiom and culture. In Massacruserts, most of the Indigencas communetses
pave been forcibly removed from sherr land and 1o longer Bave scoess to . Land sdentits
g an mcredibly significane part of who we are. For most tribal cenors ther names a0l
ghets comREAINCS identify with the land they'ze on. This zocs for most [nd gonows co-
muniries on this continent; we're an integral pae of the lancd. mot separate bongs apart
from the land.

It was sigmfican: for Sacy to acknowledge this Gispossesmon, and o wnderstand dhar
pouble Edge had access 1o privileges mot often seen i BIPOC communities, pastscularly
Indigenous communities: notably, access to funding, access o philanthropy, and opportu-
gigses to take the reins of ar orgamization and make it function properly.

I'm lupiag-Athabascan, from Alasks My enrollment village is Kakrovik, on the Bean-
fart Sca, arca 1002 of rae Arctic Nanona! Wildlite Refuge. In the lage 1960s, the Alasks
Nanve Claims Sertlement Aot |ANCSAY was passed, and nearly 100 mallion scres were “re-
rurned ™ to Native people, plus hundreds of millions of doliars. Most of that mesey was in-
yested i creating 13 regional erganizations across the stare of Alaska, the rhirmeenth being
for *outside Indians.” Basically whar the governmens @i i seeal our land, give 1 back to
us, provide us with money, and then gay: “You subsistence humter-gathersr people, you're
pow extractive industry businesspenple. Good luck!™ Most of the organizations have taled

Snce 1971, Pve beren a class & sharcholder of Arcric Slope Responal Corparation and s
subsidizey, Kakzowik fiapiag Corporation. I belong to ooe of the most vital organzanons,
there are two that are pretty strong, and Arcnc Slope Reponal Corporanon i one of the
strongest because of the extractive mdustry. Many of the Tribal values of Indigenou: peo-
ple are community-orented, subsistence-onented, and land-onented We have tradinons’
vihies that go against bang business owners, espeaally iy extractive imndustnes

That may oot seem w0 explan 2 whaole lor, bur it does. Owur tradivonal value: as In-
digenovs peoples look tor future gencrations and fly m the face of extracose colonmanon
We have a different subeic for runming orgamizations. Qur successes and our needs Giffer
from non-Natrve organizations, so much so that falome 8 exceedingly common We're
graceful to Double Edge for stepping in and sssisting os e appiying fof grants and talkeng
with philamthropic organizanons. That wouldnt usually bappen. They recognired the nesd
to decolontze the bBusiness side of thengs, and how 0o ceste teciprocy and relanondie
building. When Stacy and Double Edge gave us acoess tother land, it was huge, we could
sccess the land for radinonal medicnes, for ceremonies. P'm starmng 20 2ot a btde weeps
think:ng about .

It's searting to happen more a nd tore across dae countey, pacticulacly i the comservs-
tigm secine O oserr v akion WS crrated not 3 costeerve land but G0 consers e tht Cﬁk.ure ol
Whil‘;!‘ ptbﬁﬁ and whate 4 sp'i“t access to “atnesoled” bamd, More propie show W recognire
that there aceds to be decolontzanon of conswrvation and lang accrss. The s Narve lanad,
andd iny conseevation, the land usually dorsn™ go back to Native people. Natre poople, the
wewaeds of this band since tme ammemonal, are sl lefr out of the oop. Throush thw Land
Back emcvement there is greater gwareness that comservanon needs tor imoolwe acooss by
fur Indige=ous peopic to stewsed the land, o have fand tenure, and be able to e trads
tonal enviconmental kaowlcdpr, parncutarly now during ¢lmate chanpe

Macy Klein: You are outlining more than Obketess hore, vou're cnthnimg whan Jecole
mrration i1 ategy accds to be ~aot only for arts aad colture Bt also for buasess, B0 gonad
tes have miodebs rhat can be articelated and reproduced. An iepeatant et you e oed
had to des wath indrastructuze e of the things we'se seang with foundatines rhaey ger

TR



Rbcords Andorsies o af

actially desng real BIPOC wiork is that they're providng infrastructural support, rathee chan
pask saying “we're gving you a hoodred thoasond dollars, pood luck.” | think that's key

Absus, the wvissity you spoke about i enpostang to waderseore & thousand times, %
creriod thar meetng at UMass because we wers 10l by our local Histoeical Sousery thar
there was never 3 Native presence in these liads. We're tall e about ane little historica]
“xm; imagine o o 'r Gfr-- (L lhﬂ& F 13 3 |h"‘ 'lllf,h' 17 3 lhr NG Y Tr_l (Wi ',‘q.l]'_!ilg' I_‘hiu
Bare wad neo pative prescne, Thene’s a fundamental ehing that necds 1o change

Fhe ey of tecls mine sad remsir iring [ | wems o b i!)l.il, But it’s "‘J“T nor. Ie's still
thoeht of A% . OWrORE L. M oSk places, ml You m“ HAve 0 CONVInGe 'i'“""-"‘f.

Larry: This w all so acw. What we'rg dhoune now s gowng to |hﬂw the Lves of thume
whio are ot cven bora yee. And it coates @ model bor other allies and Native commmini-
ts b0 follow. Tha's what we're dong, and it's needed mow in this time of arts and cul-
fural equety dmranves, Why are all trese nstitutions suddendy wanting Blacs and Beown
people 4o be invalved? They'ne looking at the demogs iphucs, and eheyre looking st their
willets. S0 where are we foing e wrve the propley the Indigenous penple, the Plack snd
Brown peopled Contemporasy insnirstions don't meet cheis necds, and they never have,
Those needs need o be mer, and the questions folles Bave been asking need to be answered.
Obkerern Culoural Censer i gerring ovgeahobmirg suppoet because tiere’s a need from the
LVIEFIERI ey "'1(“‘

I a0 amantng phenomenon, Pre writkn award winoing books snd I've traveled 1o
Sitferene paees of the workd; thar's all groat, but this is far groreor bocause it winething
Loever thoughe 1'd see. Anc bere D am b i ehe e o it —uning the experience Rbyoada
bk | lave scoumubared over cheee docades ro uplits other artives and brine chem in. It alio
s Rnowing when 1o 83y “yes” and “no o5 well, because there are atways predatons
ot there fos bndigenows people and peaple of colon, seeking to ke advamtage Wi have
to keep 3 keens eve on this. & 11 8 wadicional person, telt seories and perform in fruot of
many peopde, bur 'y 4 difterent world we're now SO, getting maoney A sgving e
eight things aad usimg the nght language. These sse things you have to do, and which hawe
mistosically kepe our people out. Stacy and Cardos have 4 veey kaen bustness eve and an
cnderstanding of the husmess of are, amd ¢hey hlp et us inte thoss th where we need
w be. Aod once we're there, people think, *Holy shitt These people are amming. Where
nave we Leca?™ Theis embarciment is leveted by thede belutedness. What ook you 40
gt We're gracetil, but therr shoubd be 3 sense of cinbaceasiment o their part char it
thos SO0 years so start o0 g, “yon shoukl be st the table, 00." The grarcfulness nesds
to be keavencd by the understznd, e from fuadiog snrucons thae !My"u'. noe dﬂinﬁ us
any favors We have the £12ht te be here. This is our home. It always has been, They're the
st They'we becn sitting at our kirchen table while we'ee in the [ ement. And we're
analh OPCHLig, tk douig

ft’s been a crazy day. P'm hoarse, The kids are hame, I'm a little sick. Il stop there.

Carlos Uriona: § want to say something about your erazy day. That’s another picce of
the colonizat:on game. | hope that we can discuss not only grants, bue als, daily life it
fe's very difficult, even for white people, 1o say, *1 have an idea | wan to pursue, but | ::-m?
te negoriine these ocher entanglements. ” Wi are entrapped by o colonial daily Eife that
enforces the paradigm chat we are molated indsviduals, separated froms the land, the G-
mumty, our sngestral ncage, and From what 1 divine and wmanene,

"1 need t make the cofe, | nced o gt the ot Daeed 1o ger 1 babwsieres ™ T soret
unAginng domettnng eise s vere dificule. That's & by ot 5 sar defhicult v brim iy cooede 1o b

ity



W rere'’s Diecodomrizations

Fariness I think about this every day; that's my job here | think every dav abour how we
can bring i other Natve people 1o work with Ohketeaw, and how we can bring i ped
wa work with Double Edge. 1 associate this dithculty with the issue of grasts.

Qe thing [ wish to add is that | dont want 1o be an ally. | want w be an sccomplice.
1 wantt to be someon: whe steps im.

|.arry: Once Rhonda and I realized tha: Oakersau was going to be mors than a place to
hold ceremonics, bur an active center for events, we recognized how imporiant it was gong
to be for our community, We made a consaious decision: we volunteered oar time, Count-
[ess hours, day and n_igl‘ll. all l‘:'.'!twvl.lgh the rl_zi'm We mav gt an {-;u];,\h:;nr ahout evrehun B
we'll call Stacy; Stacy will call us, because she'’s op all nughe sovyway; well talk vo Carlos.

We willingly gave up bours and hours, and n's @ sacnifice. As am arts T've always mo-
derstood this, and 1 kaow Rhonda does too, Having said that, we can't g0 to a communiry
that's impoverished and margmalized and expec: Native arnsts simply to come and do what
we're doing, They need to keep the lights on. They need childcare, They need food. They
reed gas in their cars. They need educanon. They need bealth care. Nore of these things are
available to them in the way they should be. That & an incredible burden to put on ther as
they are trving to perform their art, while they have 0o one 80 watch their kids ot can't keep
thesr lights on. This is why funding is so crucial: for the proper remuneration for sheir work

When Rhonda and T make that sacrifice, we see the higger pacture of whar can be ac-
complished bere. We're going to do it becanse we want to bring fa orber artiste and help
them reach that plactorm we'we been able go have as arnsts, Like currest artstsin-residence
André Strongbearbeart Gaines and Tomantha Syivester, and so many other amazing young
irtssts who are out there: the plarform of Obketean  going to be 2 big Iift for them, It's
great joy oo offer that, But we need to be putting money in their pockets, wo. We peed m
make sure they've got food, and they 're not suffering from the expense.

That's something I've alwavs taken nocice of 43 & Native writer, whes 1 2ad 10 fight o
get my work out there because the Indmenous genre ds conudered g siche, snd becase a5 s
Beown artist [ wasn't given the respect and arsention the work deserved. 1 2ad to feht and
claw ta get my yoswe out there, So now, | want to use this platform o put up othes w tha
place, That's what Obkeseau i abie to do. And yeah, ish also 3 way of sticking i 10 all the
assholes,

Rhonda: We have an enormous gumber of wsues we deal with daily as Indugenous com-
muntties, and most people don’t see them, We're nvisible o mamstream socery. Through
the “Living Presence™ series, people have seen o internationally as well as locally. T woudd
never Bave imagined thae, but Stacy did. Ske pushed us to expand who we ate and ',
srateful for that.

Larry: By amacing o have these muolte Gaceted components of the Obketcas Cultural
Center. We'te educating allies and accomplioes and educator, and that's a powertul pioce
in weelf. And ther we're provalmg for oar community, for then nocds, whether &% in-
formation on QOVID vacones or substance abuse, caltaral educstion, opporanites for
creative arts, of places past to come and be snd expross thomselves, That's just for them,
with o outside wterfeeence o wheee they 're cormsing 10 be 2 spectache, bt where they can
just be & Native person and create and enjoy themselves w ceromony, Wi dida't really see
that at frst; we weren’t planming that. Ax Rbonds sasd, that was SMacy™s vivon, We cart
ertphastre that enoug'y Seacy o really o specist persom e make Dt happen, When | read
that areicle sbout the pereses of Double Edge, when they came 10 Advlekd and cxpersesond
anti Semutism and it was very duturbing - vou wimder, what's wrong witls people 7 Stagy

L
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asd others recognice what ity like 1o be creared a3 oot asts, Now we can vell the town, ||
you duln't ke fewish people, se wair ofl you see whae's coming mext!

Now they hear the drums, and they sce Brown people srivig around and i the stoges
[ wane to give them some solace and ler them know that these were the fisst peaple here, s
take comfoer in that. i nothing new o steange. Amd s only making the sown betrer,
Bringing buck thar eecomnection with the fand, which it needs, It has been 4 beaunfol thing,
amdd for them as welk ¥ihink the owe of Ashiicld i really embracing i When | go around
towr, for the mont part everybady'y mice, s it s coally upliring vod enjovable 1o go our thery

Jonachan: Rhoada browghe up the imgesetance of distingushing Obketean from exrra
tive corpocatians as well as and from inseitations ke colleges and nonprofit tousndations
You've both invoked the daly work involved in the business of collecrive selt-organaing
Whar does is mean mof 1 be s Institution-with-1-c apetal-in the sense Rhonda described,
but still oo do the work thar chose other imstizuons pride themselves on providing? Wha
does it mean to do imstirutional work ditferestly, amd for Indigenoss people and ot jus
for white serthers?

Rhooda: [ think i« means unapologetically being who we ave and Layiog it our m ne
uRcertain cermi: o s what we're dealing with, tha i what we aced to do. We need to
decolonize, we aoed 1o refocus an Tndigenous less an our hiseary and our contempocan-
ness, wiich will benefie everybody. Nog juse aur Indigenous communitivs, but everybody

Ie's been & scougglhe. We've boen told Bar-out: we're pot funding you because you're an
sctiviar, We lost a grans becaine I'm an activist Ard that’s noe okay, because as Indigenons
people we wre boru ingo activisim, we'te constantly Fishtng for our muost basic and fund )
mental kuman rights. We're unapologetically domg this work, and we'te stempghe up saving
this 1 what we need w do. | think there has been s moro robust fevcogmiion, partcwlarly
afrer the murder of George Floyd, Prople are starting to ask, whose backs are we stand
g an, whe are we suMocsting st wo that we can live A @ socery? T ovek that has been
4 turmaround. Hopefully, thar woke movernent will continue 60 sustaln the fundrmantal
work of social and racial justice,

B b challengiog, snd 1 know it bas been & big problem for BIPOC aeganiations, o
especially Indigraous orgsniatans, o constantly Gight for our basic husman rghas. To bight
or Onr activism, 1o ke sure thar our land 15 bere for aur nest seven sunerations. [ mean,
potable water! Water i 4 basie human rught, 2o? To make sure that we dos't have to Bt
whool with o devogatory, racist mascoe. All these things are mneroaggressions or mecrong
gresains that we're comstantly fgheing, and i gess 0 be too much after 2 while. Ir can be
really challenging to fighe for civil righes comstanely

We are unapologenc about what we're doing

Larry: We'ne bauliding pathways, becavse the colonial pathways weren 't meant for 6
Phey were designed e keep s out, and they'ze sull domg that. Jo Ohketeau we're rebuild
i these pathways, wavs 1o get our peaple 11, who have heen historcally been kept our
This mieans dealmg with us 1 an Indgenous way, o different levels, 1o meet the needs of
thee Cornmeiy

As they sty meet people where they are. Learn that you have ti deal with Indigenous
people. You have 1o go tnta the commusieres. You have to talk to the people. Other nsaty
ticsns don't have & hiseory of Joing this.

You can count an both hands and ¥oowr feer and someone else s the whine led Noatne oF
ganseatons that are dowmy “Indian woek,” bug they doat hooe o grasp on the communiies
eciause they're it working for the commuitics | ey e o ork g for acdtesr opganiEwen

'.(!1
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Jpd iASTIHUTIONS, and fllui'.a ustally w.-h;‘rr the mones pors U0 0 goas 1o an 1:|-,=::~._J_¢_; I %e
:l‘*.*”*'"“' who s inv edl o coie and pcrhnr:n, lrist srve pestae azoll ddomturs ¢ Bave the ozl wn
doesn’s hase 1ac lanal, This iz the way i1 keeps vow o perpetaal siavery

Oheten (s chauging that; it's about eapowering purselves. And @ starts wih soideg
sathways. to cedetine what it lonks like 1o ges opportumines
" geacy: Poundations have ther world cit out for them i iryog 1o ademity Napve argsn
sations, in onder o represent 3 BIPOC coborr in their funding profile. They teed nor oo
qow muc abouz Native organtzations working on ther ows, becauss tev'es sl realls
awvisibidzed on account of raciem and geaocide oo ther cnemmazatics. And white poople ace
strand af the lard back movement.

Rionda: You're absalucely npht. [have sat on panels for 2 stave run phiantnrops argan:
zation that shall remain nameless. They are reinsticating new policies sysem-wide in cheir or
ganizatiun to eddress systemic racison. Their policy eras filled wik glorious toems like “sacia)
hias™ and “social justice, “racism”™ and "antracism”--*antiracise teainings,” ansiracism
this and anticacism ehat, [ looked ag the policy and said: amazing! Where's decolorization?
We're invisinilized :n your poicy. Theres to meation whatsoever ol 1adigenowvs people:
there's no mension whatsoever of docelorization. Becanse when wou’se lsokang a7 decoioan-
ganon, vou ' re lookang at the very toat of raasm o thee coaemtry. That was mund-Sowsng doe
the persoe leading the efort, who was a BIPOC persom themselt, They never thesighs of that.

Wie're showly makng chazwes by addressing the roxt of these issues. Tais mears owning
np 10 the fact that colomization sa't just Tistorica’s ity a comtesaporary thasg that's bappen-
ing today. We rieed tre address thus. We're msking changes.

Larry: Speaxing of makivg changes, 1y much easier 0 have Rhonda or me or amoties
Native armst come to an instaation 1o speak or perform thae 1 6 o suppant Ohketzac
hecoming an nsttutian unte aselt. with s own agety, g5 ows power. This 18 achf-
detcrpynatinn, Some see this a3 a threat, Bat tha o ke kind of change we're graspng.
because one of the tencts of ser reschings, ac with o Natve inbes, iwvolves pasang i«
o, 1¢ Rhonda and 1 can’t pass on all thew thiags we've done 1o the sext groeratem, thon
s not worth 2. Obkercav has the opprrtumsy 1o do this,

[ was honored to hold a resdency thit year at Bunier Hell Communny Callege. Toey
azve partnered with Ohgerean o buld 2 perssanens Jadigenois curncuiue s the gradu
ation requinements. This s 2ot jest calkng abunst the Lakota or wmebody far away, 1%
ahount the local tribal propie: about the Navie people taken ro Desr Tdand. o land 1aken
from the Niproue people, the batele thas happened bere, the Nipimac men and acher griba®
people whe served during the Cival Waz, This will be bais sopbe st the BREUCC graduation
cuttwnlsn. asd alss a7 Greenfeld Collegr atd soveral ctbier argasrations who are work

g with us. We're beevaning a bk for eduecarion, wheee they can rodehse the ceems o8 t2ee
sdication, &« Rlwonds said, that's where changes arr gomp 10 rapges: wheee we'ze sducar
ity butie grogrations, o the classronm

Riaada: The edocation of colosialian bepise an kesdergaeies, wid e mth of
Clhestopbier Calimibes and Thankseonang 2 ssowballs troam sthese, We'se Sopang 10 make
changes on that bevel as well, whak w Chalieoging

Speakoarg of wvthe, the Daconme ¢ D cersy el semp aeed apsaes ae 20 Indagemons
precspie o the Suprome Cosrt Rath Bader Goncdsarg heeselt acraally veed 12 age o i=dyer
Pk todfaes ae pecenthy av Y Tl ser thogoy maont progsle do's cndrrstand Mows peogpis

vt pealiee fsow miany ceseperes amatpos there are ot the Vaorgd Mstes Tlsrer are oo

sevrer it nations berr o andeacioa!l poarrarments Cometoen Nkt e Bane ke e
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broake a peint of mciuding three acton isems i ety lsnd ascknnwisdgment [ make.:
Thia s all ried invn makamg changes, You den’t wane g land acknowledageiene o be per-
fanmari, o bok asas Thos't Break vour wom parting voussel e the back! Yo uz have 10
dis the veseaech. &0 the rribics e Mussaeausess are easily researchable 1o the apge 02 mremnet
aviess, there’s neorseuse to be pmorane. Contacy somiehody, aa electd inbal repeesentanve,
amad ask them whas i peeded. Do oo have needs, anvehing vou wondd ke allies 1o el v
with* Of course there aze This is part ot creating o relaricnshug: and making o e I Eescil:
et renng cultaral puggens ber asking “what car | da o el vour " That is the start of
a relaviorship, the semening of ok wiedgiog that there are ndigeeous peeple here snd
thev are soill seraegting

O caunse, a Lo acknowledpment also acknewledges the land and hos ssch sheljs
RIvEs e Vo, 328 it makes suse there is g ring for the land. But melading action iems Lrves
penple 3 place t besin a real rebsivnshop, Those actun jr2ms are vonstingly beaing wpdated,
and they're different for every aesa. Bur <hars the jub of makiag a land ackaowlednent:
[ act u..1||jr' da that researck, to reach cur and ask what someenze can do ea lik [odigenis
VEICEs O Cusmanenties

Larrv: It takes Leschize s svngle ro H(‘lp with thiese Linet schnoatedar rsenia, as Rhonda
savs. Bur people i these organizarions alse lave to =paliee that when the Laed woknowledie
meeits are read there are Erad v Be sosne anconritvsrea hle aritenses, e gsgial YOl anmess
to deeir enlpabiliny. The imsntunon ceadiong it peds 1o be accanmtabie. B por an absarace
reading: chere need 2o be seems in there absaus thele rale oo penoade, i atrocities. sewreps
e, resthiing, and keepangs Wack amd Browi people out af thew orpasieanon foe the by
thiree or for Comtures, IF thev don't acecanr bow thiag, then thev'ee not doang s XL LY
wany oesay, Csome bad chings happened o ladians, and we're wiparaning oursedves frone
thar.™ INoc The faunders of vouy institeton wers sy paey i That necds oo e ol
theae Lo agk o NI %,

Rhanda: My vown eecontly created a vesalurie, which | belpedt writi [ usesd wonads hike
“rventicrial gencode," “oulturad penesade,” dapoasessioas, = and “war” Theu cave back
and sanl, “we can’t have those PErs e ous eescdution, because it ton veadenl, T A e
kg, well, thar's the trath of ! Tlans wh oW e leving s prociamanon, o ack o wl
eili tiis

Stacy: You can't Juse evake o fand ackaowledpement thar vses st pevples work be
case v coutdnt bt ws o vose sesearch. You have o actually Listes, you bave 1o
change. sad you have 1o afler sonetlung,

A v Guestion for we is swhat’s the sodel foe Lty ? Listeruang doesn't tados o o
s Wher Ofkercai i doase 1o proviade o sgace bor isterseg and trac hieg,  Bapzsning m
perey koaad wav, ooy apraiieer ee deacied s mach oy the Tise veae g0 A Bl st by bis
Prnnantg S e your st bsterepg, o cis da sorst i, anad e will regliy happer. {F vou
haters tor ey aeed Bhoaeds, vous aleeady woanr o B0 sul and np dewn surme raciss masenss

.""1|;ii:-, oe learned thiu same of these Rhin._!'s, liks ollerime .and 5|‘|‘J.L'i|.|.',, are "Yf'J.“f-' 1aL el
hard. People don't evea use taeir kzac, They barely cut tasir 2rass! In wessern hass, ror
are thowsands of acres of laind owned by privacs izdividuals enar coald be skaped

Rhonda: When mi dune grvare a Laod ackrowledgeaent, [ always sav: “Crovanay Naa'-
agropaeae T Than means, " Thaok vonr 1l fo ateiag. "™ [l o bt on peatsde o el
whie hstes I cpens o o heans, i e e van e mind. You e vt gerce, B gt easi

vt e Dstening, aod thas's a lae are o the b deracrica.
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| arry: For those who don't enow, the US tas mever publicly 00000 0od tor the conocude
aesinst Indigenous people. Dusing the Ohama administeation chere was a written apology
prrzd on the 5th page of o Departmert of Defense papers it was very beief, and at the end
shete woas a disclaimer, caving that none of what was just said holds the United Staoes o be
hound by any laws er regulations or lawsairs. So dhat wos that
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